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Art Unit: 3622 

DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is responsive to the original application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. Claims 75-76 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

3. Claims 75-76: It seems they should depend on apparatus claim 61 rather than 
method claim 31. Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-108 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Leason et al., US 2004/0133472 Al, in view of Goldhaber, US 5794210. 
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Leason discloses code processing for promotional games and the like. Ticket holders 
who have purchased tickets are encouraged to access a designated Internet site by rewarding 
access thereat on the condition that information visibly supported on the ticket from a 
given drawing is input at an Internet site and a test indicates that the 
information so-input matches numbers that were picked for that drawing. Tickets include 
lottery tickets and tickets for movies or the like. Access to predetermined Internet-based 
services or sites can also be had as an award to an individual for inputting an iconic code at a 
machine connected to the Internet if the input code tests as valid, with the code being marked so 
as to be usable only once. 

Thus, as to claims 1, 17, 48, 59, 79-80, LEASON discloses: 

A method comprising: 

issuing a plurality of event access documents ([0009]; [0110], [0120]-[0124] ); 

said event access documents providing access to an event, each of said event access 
documents having a unique value provided thereon (see at least paragraphs [0009]; [0110], 
[0120]-[0124]; Figs. 2,3, 5, 9, 10 and associated text); 

providing notice to a plurality of attendees attending said event that the unique value provided on 
one or more of said event access documents may be used to collect a prize (paragraphs [0009]; 
[0120]-[0124]); 

providing one or more servers (see at least Fig. 3, item 308 and associated text) 
coupled to an electronic network adapted to collect information over said electronic network 
from one or more information submitting attendees, said information comprising the unique 
value provided on the event access document used by the information submitting attendee; 
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storing at least a part of the collected information on said one or more servers (see at least Fig. 3 
item 300: database and associated text); 

informing each of the information submitting attendees over said electronic network of whether 
the unique value provided on the event access document used by the information submitting 
attendee entitles that information submitting attendee to collect a prize ([0010], [001 1]; [0045), 
[0048]; [0054]; [0154]); 

hosting a website (see at least Figs. 4 and 6 and associated text; 

on said one or mere servers and instructing said attendees to visit said specified website to 
determine prize eligibility, said website facilitating the collection of said information from said 
information submitting attendees (see at least Figs. 4, 5 and associated text; [0047]; [0048]). 

Leason discloses a method for encouraging a ticket holder who has purchased a ticket to 
access a designated Internet site and to register thereon, but does not disclose asking for contact 
information, a grant or denial of permission to contact. 

However, in the same marketing field, Goldhaber discloses that obtaining contact 
information and permission to contact from visiting internet users is valuable to advertisers and 
can be an opportunity to make some money for consumers (abstract, col. 6 line 62 to col.7 line 
7). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to 
add asking for contact information, a grant or denial of permission to contact to Leason to 
achieve the above purpose and advantage taught by Golhaber. 

As to claims 31, 61, they parallel claims 1, 79, in apparatus format and are rejected 
on the same basis. 
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As to claims 2-4, 18-20, 49-51, 81-83, LEASON does not disclose contact information 
comprising an electronic mail address, telephone number, or a street address and permission to 
contact by those means however Goldhaber does (col. 12 line 46 to col. 12 line 40). It would 
have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to add asking for 
these types of contact information, to Leason to effect the above-discussed purpose and 
advantage taught by Golhaber. 

As to claims 41-44, 69-71, they parallel claims 2-4, 18-20 in apparatus format and 
are rejected on the same basis. 

As to claims 5, 22, 52, 84, Leason discloses 
wherein the unique value provided on each of said event access documents may be used to 
collect a prize (see citations in independent claims above), said informing step further 
comprising informing each of the information submitting attendees of a prize ([0107]: credit to 
consumer account is notification) corresponding to the unique value provided on the event access 
document used by the information submitting attendee. 

As to claims 6, 23, 34, 54, 85, 98, LEASON further discloses 
wherein the prizes corresponding to each of the unique values fall into two or more categories 
([0047]: different rewards can be free access to different internet sites; [0038]-[0039]; [001 1]) 

Claims 39, 67 are parallel claims 6, 85 in apparatus format and are rejected on the 
same basis)* 



As to claims 7-8, 24-25,55-56, 86-87, 106-107, LEASON further discloses 
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providing said one or more servers with data evaluation software, said data evaluation 
software being adapted to evaluate the information collected from each of said information 
submitting attendees against variable criteria and send an error message over said electronic 
network to any said information submitting attendee from which information not meeting said 
variable criteria was collected ( see [0052]; step 550 of Fig. 5 is interpreted as an error message) . 

wherein said data evaluation software is being further adapted to evaluate the information 
collected from each of said information submitting attendees and send a duplicate information 
message over said electronic network to any said information submitting attendee from which 
duplicate information was collected ([0054]; the system's giving the player a second chance to 
reenter non-void code is interpreted as a duplicate message). 

As to claims 45-46, 72-73, they parallel claims 7-8, 24-25,55-56, 86-87, 106-107 in 
apparatus format and are rejected on the same basis. 

As to claims 9-10, 14-16, 26-27, 53, 58, 88-89, 93-95, 96-97, 99-100, Leason further 
discloses 

said informing step further comprising providing data for creating a prize web page said 
prize web page being adapted to display the prize corresponding to the unique number provided 
on the event access document used by the information submitting attendee (inherent per [0045] 
to [0048] to inform the customer of the reward); 

and including redemption data indicating how the displayed prize can be redeemed, 
said redemption data including a hyperlink to a redemption web page through which the 
displayed prize can be redeemed ( [0045] to [004&]:several pages are displayed to complete 
redemption of a selected reward by the customer, hyperlinks are inherent from page to page; see 
also Fig. 23 and associated text, [0128]). 

As to claims 32-36, 62-64 they parallel claims 9-10, 26-27, 88-89, in apparatus 
format and are rejected on the same basis. 
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As to claims 11, 47, 57, 60, 74, 90, 108, LEASON further discloses 
providing said one or more servers with a relational database management system (see at least 
Fig. 3 item 300 and associated text; [0049] to [0051]). 

As to claims 12, 21, 91, LEASON further discloses 

said collecting step further comprising providing data for creating a registration web page 
to each of said information submitting attendees, said registration web page being adapted to 
facilitate the input of said information by the information submitting attendee (see at least Figs.4, 
6 and associated text). 

As to claims 13, 92, LEASON further discloses 

92. 91, said registration web page comprising one or more text boxes and a submit button 
(see at least Figs. 4, 6 and associated text). 



As to claims 75-78, LEASON does not disclose but Goldhaber discloses systems and 
methods for matching specified ads to groups of consumers whose profiles match the targeted 
ads (col. 14 lines 17-56; Fig. 8 and associated text). 

This is interpreted as reading on "one or more servers further comprising means for . 
generating one or more dynamic reports based upon at least a portion of said at least a part of 
said collected information stored in said database in response to a request from an authorized 
party and wherein said one or more servers is adapted to receive said request from and transmit 
said one or more dynamic reports to said authorized party (advertisers) over said electronic 
network". 
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It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to 
add these methods and systems to LEASON to effect' the ads targeting method and system 
taught by Goldhaber. 

As to claims 101-105, LEASON discloses the ticket winner is apprised of whether she 
won a prize via a webpage but does not disclose the ticket winner is apprised of whether she won 
a prize via email. However, Official Notice is taken that such notification method is commonly 
known before invention time. Thus it would be obvious to replace notification via webpage as 
taught by Leason with notification by email, as an alternate analogous means of communication. 
The other additional limitations in claims 102-105 are disclosed in Leason as discussed above. 

As to claims 37-40, 65-68, they parallel claims 101-104 in apparatus format and are 
rejected on the same basis. 



Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Leason US 6251017 Bl discloses a Game or lottery with a reward validated and/or 
redeemed online. 

Sullivan et al., US 5563105, discloses game or lottery with reward validated and/or 
redeemed online. 

Lingham, US 6356876, discloses system for providing prize award results. 
Petreca, US 6409593, discloses drawings for winners over internet. 
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7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Khanh H. Le whose telephone number is 571-272-6721. The 
Examiner works a part-time schedule and can normally be reached on Tuesday- Wednesday 9:00- 



If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
supervisor, Eric Stamber can be reached on 571-272-6724. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 571-273-8300 for regular 
communications and for After Final communications. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating 
to the status of this application or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose 
telephone number is 571-272-3600. For patent related correspondence, hand carry deliveries 
must be made to the Customer Service Window (now located at the Randolph Building, 401 
Dulany Street, Alexandria, VA 22314). 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

September 25, 2006 



6:00. 



KHL 





